Our paper offers an independent measure of the citation of published research in the field of migration studies. Using the Google Scholar citation database and Ann Harzing ranking software, we have created a list of the 100 most cited articles, books and authors in migration studies. Like any lists, this one also has some drawbacks but it reflects, in part, the value and influence of the work our colleagues in this fast growing field produce.
Introduction
This issue wraps up the 12 th volume of Migration Letters; a journey we have started with our colleague Elli Heikkila in 2003. Together we responded to a need for a letter-type journal publishing shorter pieces of research and scholarship in migration studies. Over the years, we believe that Migration Letters has offered an important venue for publication and support for the research which has seen an exponential growth in the last decade.
When we started, Migration Letters was the fifth or sixth journal with migration in the title, publishing twice a year and it was offering a new style, letter type, than the existing journals. Now, the number of journals covering migration studies has increased over a dozen as have the number of issues published by these journals. In today's digital world, huge databases appear regularly. Sifting through information available has become a more sophisticated and demanding task. Rankings and lists appear on a daily basis. Our goals is driven by our hopes that by recognising our colleagues' work and contributions to the field will support continued research. While we are aware of the dangers such lists can hold (missing important debates and critiques by those who we do not reference) that was not our goal or purpose and we apologize in advance to anyone we may have omitted. What we do here is to place migration scholarship on a transparent map without using commercial resources such as the lists generated by indexing companies. This also gives us an opportunity to look at where we stand in attracting influential researchers in the field to our journal: Migration Letters. We are proud to include work by Douglas Massey, Caroline Brettell and Thomas Faist in our journal.
In this exercise, we have used Ann Harzing's software extracting citation reports from Google Scholar database. We have used six keywords, immigrant, immigration, emigrant, emigration, migrant, migration to cover the broader field. We have not restricted the search to any specific period to identify historic record and we have included articles and books to reduce bias. Once we created our master list we removed items which were not related to human mobility as there is a rather rich literature on for example, bird migration and cell migration.
The top 100 most cited works are listed in the table 1. Table 2 presents the 100 most influential authors using the master list of migration studies ( Table 2 ). The first table has four columns indicating authors, title of the work, year of publication and source if it appeared in a serial. Todaro's (1969 Todaro's ( & 1970 work on development and unemployment, Massey and colleagues' (1993) appraisal of migration theories, and Piore's (1980) famous Birds of Passage. 
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Global Networks
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Anthropological Quarterly
12
Annals of The New York Academy of Sciences
13
Journal of Social Issues
14
Diaspora: A Journal of Transnational Studies
15
Annual Review of Anthropology
16
Ethnic and Racial Studies
17
The China Quarterly
18
Journal of Regional Science
19
American Journal of Psychiatry
20
The Economic Journal
Conclusion
Every ranking has its flaws and our ranking is no different. Our list refers to works cited or published online and therefore those pieces from outside the digital world are not included. However, it still measures the popularity of online work published in migration studies and gives us a sense of the way in which themes have developed over time. It is clear that early research (dating to Ravenstein's writing in the late 19 th century) was focused on defining and modelling migration as a process that is derived in response to what many assumed was the natural development of market systems and labour opportunities before all else. Through the 20 th century the focus of research shifts from a concentration on drivers of migration in general to the outcomes migrants (and in particular international migrants) could expect to encounter as they settled; the stories movers told of their sojourns; specific issues like discrimination, gender, and generations and more. Finally, we note that by the end of the 20 th century there is a shift toward new concepts (globalization and transnationalism) and the rise of multidisciplinary discussions of migration theory.
We have included two additional lists. The first notes the popularity of the authors who contributed to the papers ranked in table 1 while the second notes the journals that are most often referenced in our list. There are certainly others working on migration who have made important and substantial contributions to research on human mobility, nevertheless, our list notes some of most influential contributors across several fields (economics, sociology and history to name just a few).
We hope that migration studies will continue to grow and mature and that we can continue to add many new names, voices and journals to our lists in the future as new and innovative researchers joining our ranks with novel ideas in the near future. Of course we also hope to see more of them appearing in the pages of Migration Letters.
